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Strengthening the Why
GrACE Summit 2019

Summit Agenda
1. Pray: Opening Liturgy
2. Unite: Strengthening the Why in
Alberta’s Catholic Schools: Panel
representing the Bishops of Alberta,
ACSTA and CCSSA
3. Communicate: Celebrating GrACE’s
past and future
4. Educate: GrACE group planning,
Practical Tips for Effective Advocacy,
The 5 Marks of a Catholic School
5. Engage: Featured GrACE group
sharing and conversation

The mission of GrACE is to
inspire,
invigorate and
embolden
the spirit of Catholic education
in order to unite, engage,
educate and communicate
with one voice on its behalf.

“GrACE
has so
much
potential!
It’s a
breath of
hope and
an answer
to my
prayer.”

GrACE Top Toolkit Tips
1. Video record your key speakers at Catholic Education Sunday masses and post on social media
2. Share the GrACE Summit article from Grandin Media with your stakeholders and friends Grandin's
GrACE Summit Article
3. Reach out to your local CWL to host a GrACE engagement session.

20 Advocacy Ideas from the GrACE Toolkit
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
#16
#17
#18
#19
20.

Develop a GrACE advocacy plan around the goals of GrACE.
Schedule engagement sessions for all of your stakeholders
Set up an intentional plan for prayer: masses, Adoration; novenas; intentions, etc
Use social media to share and express support for Catholic education
Develop a process for sharing Catholic education tidbits and facts
Share existing Catholic education videos with your stakeholders
Testify with your own video supporting Catholic education
Host a panel on Catholic Education
Tell your Catholic district’s story: What’s the history of Catholic education in your district?
Celebrate what makes your Catholic school district unique.
Create a district hashtag for schools, parents and all members of the community.
Post pictures with whiteboard messages “Why I love Catholic Education”
Activate Teachers
Thank Parents
Look for new audiences
Take your GrACE group on retreat.
Follow GrACE on Twitter and Facebook
Interview and post video supporters on why they choose Catholic education
Share articles on Catholic education
Host opportunities for priests to dialogue and build unity with Catholic stakeholders

**Refer to the ACSTA website for up to date information on Provincial Catholic Education events
**Always provide EXIT slips at your events so that you receive valuable feedback and can make plans
accordingly

GrACE in Mallaig Parish

Fr Jhack Diaz with Dana Kentner
(trustee) and Jo-Anne Lanctot
(superintendent) Living Waters at
the recent GrACE Summit in Leduc.

- Submitted by Fr. Raldy “Jhack” Diaz

On September 17, 2019 our parish hosted a GrACE symposium
conducted by Ms. Cynthia Martin our Division Religious Education
Coordinator. We are pleased and proud to bring GrACE for the first time to
the parish level. The gathering was well received by our parish community.
Interestingly, a few parishioners from St. Paul Cathedral of St. Paul, Alberta
also drove to Mallaig to participate.
“What I particularly liked about the approach used by GRACE is the
positivity. Although there is great concern about the future of Catholic
education in Alberta, the approach promoted is to be positive and present a
positive message to the public about Catholic education and not focus on the
negative,” says Don Katerynych, School principal.
Paullete Amyotte who was also one of the grateful participants
said: “The part that struck me the most about GrACE is the simple invitation
to Jesus’s love. We are looking for more symposiums like this.”
This year, kids in our parish, through the help of Kelly Martin our
School Religious Coordinator here at Mallaig, came out with a GrACE
campaign by having a “stone project.” Students were asked to color their
stones and write something positive and encouraging. We want everyone
in our community to be inspired, invigorated and emboldened. We need to
be grateful because we believe that gratitude is the best attitude.

Welcome GrACE Group #18!!
Medicine Hat Catholic Schools

“It was a gift to hear the concerns, joys,
struggles, successes and commitment
to Catholic Education in Alberta.”

What did we learn from our first year of GrACE? STAR Catholic’s TOP 10
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Most attendees were not aware of the history of Catholic Education - including staff
Most attendees were not aware of the 1 public education system threat
Attendees felt proud and honoured to advocate for Catholic Education
Missing from the GrACE events - parishioners, non-Catholic families, students
Non-Catholic families were unsure if they could attend GrACE events
We see value in branding with the GrACE logo - i.e. a bulletin board at schools/parish
dedicated to GrACE
7. Momentum is important - make sure events continue to happen
8. Equip staff with key messages, build confidence in speaking in support of Catholic Ed
9. Include history/advocacy of Catholic Ed in new teacher orientation
10. We need to find ways to reach families and parishioners with GrACE messaging, other
than through attendance at an evening event.

COMING SOON!!!
GrACE is pleased to announce that in
cooperation with our Catholic School
Divisions, we will be creating a
GrACE presentation highlighting the
5 Marks of a Catholic school with
video illustrations for each mark.
Expect the new presentation to be
available in January 2020.
This presentation will be effective
with your stakeholders and will move
us all to a deeper understanding of
the Marks of Catholic Education.
Special thanks to Elk Island Catholic,
Holy Family Catholic, Edmonton
Catholic, Christ the Redeemer
Catholic and Calgary Catholic
Schools.

GrACE Facebook address is
www.facebook.com/GrACE4cathed
Grace email is gracedirector7@gmail.com

GrACE Twitter address is @GrACE4cathed

Mark Your Calendars
Catholic Education Sunday- November 3, 2019
Catholic Education Week- May 18-22, 2020
World Catholic Education Day- May 21, 2020

Engaging and Mobilizing Alberta’s CWL
GrACE CTR recently presented to the CWL of Brooks/Medicine Hat. The response was powerfully
positive and reinforced our belief that the Catholic Women’s League is extremely interested in and
committed to Catholic education. We encourage you to seek out and engage your local CWL.
Their prayers and passion enhance our advocacy work.
Comments from CWL GrACE CTR Engagement
How do you feel about being an advocate for
Catholic education?



I am proud to be an advocate!
I feel truly blessed that I am a mother of children who
have benefitted from Catholic Education and it has truly
helped them with their faith journey.

What are your next steps and what do you need?




Pray for and support our Catholic teachers.
We need to pray for our Catholic schools and for parents
I am going to initiate “muffins for staff” at our schools

