Health Canada proposes ban of controversial neonicotinoid pesticide
Current use of imidacloprid is 'not sustainable' says Health Canada in draft risk assessment on the pesticide
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Widespread bee deaths have prompted concern about neonicotinoid pesticides, including imidacloprid, which are widely used insecticides in Canada. (Michael McCollum/The Record/Canadian Press) 
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Health Canada is proposing a ban on almost all uses of a controversial neonicotinoid pesticide called imidacloprid, saying it is seeping into Canadian waterways at levels that can harm insects and the ecosystem.
Neonicotinoid pesticides, the most widely used class of insecticides in the world, have faced increasing restrictions because of the risk they pose to bees, but have been allowed in Canada for agricultural and cosmetic purposes.
Today, Health Canada released its draft risk assessment for imidacloprid for public comment. This review doesn't look at bees — that's being done in a separate assessment.
"Based on currently available information, the continued high-volume use of imidacloprid in agricultural areas is not sustainable," the assessment states.
· Pesticides linked to bee deaths must be banned, scientists say
· Senate report on bee health finds neonicotinoids harmful but wants more study
It proposes phasing out all agricultural uses of imidacloprid, and a majority of other uses, over the next three to five years.
"I'm really surprised," said Mark Winston, a professor of apiculture at Simon Fraser University and senior fellow at the university's Centre for Dialogue.
"To take an action to phase out a chemical that is so ubiquitous, and for which there is so much lobbying pressure from industry, I think that's a really bold move."
Based on its findings for imidacloprid, Health Canada is launching "special reviews" of two other widely used neonicotinoids: clothianidin and thiamethoxam.
· Vancouver votes to ban bee-killing neonicotinoid pesticides
· Montreal bans neonicotinoid pesticide to help save the bees
· Neonicotinoid pesticide use to be reduced by 80% in Ontario
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There are a number of stressors and toxins, including neonicotinoids, contributing to problems with bee health, says SFU biologist and bee expert Mark Winston. (iStock)
Bees and neonicotinoids
The effect of neonicotinoids on bees has been hotly debated amid widespread colony collapse.
Vancouver and Montreal have both voted to ban the use of neonicotinoids, and Ontario and Quebec have moved to limit use of the chemicals, citing concerns about bees. Health Canada is currently conducting its own review on the effect of imidacloprid on bees and other pollinators.   Neonicotinoids can kill bees at high concentrations, and cause more subtle but still damaging effects at lower levels, says Winston, who is also author of Bee Time: Lessons from the Hive.  However, the exact role of "neonics" in colony collapse, compared to other pesticides and stressors on bees, is still being determined, he says.
· SPECIAL REPORT | Bee researchers raise more warning flags about neonicotinoid pesticides
"Eliminating neonicotinoids in my opinion will help bees, but it will not solve the entire bee crisis," said Winston. "It's a good step in that direction."
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