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THE CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE OF CANADA
Constitution & Bylaws (2013)

Proposed Amendment
Submitted by:

Name of CWL member: Muriel Lavin

Address: Box 383, Onoway

Province: AB Postal Code: TOE 1V0 Phone #: 780 967 3079
Name of council: St. Rose of Lima

Diocese: Edmonton

In this section, please quote directly from the Constitution & Bylaws (2013) as it now reads.
PART III SECTION 1 SUBSECTION

The crest, as designed and adopted in 1922, shall be the cross, symbolic of faith, surmounting 10
maple leaves. symbolic of the provinces of Canada, with the words “THE_CATHOLIC WOMEN’S
LEAGUE OF CANADA FOR GOD AND CANADA®™ enclosed in an unbroken circle. symbolic of
constant service to God and Canada. The colours of the crest shall be blue, chosen for Our Lady and
the papal colours, white and gold.

In this section, please write your proposed amendment.

The crest, as designed and adopted in 1922, and amended in 2017, shall be the cross, symbolic of
faith. surmounting 14 maple leaves. symbolic of the Provinces. Territories and the Military
Ordinariate of Canada. with the words “THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE OF CANADA
FOR GOD AND CANADA" enclosed in an unbroken circle. symbolic of constant service to God
and Canada. The colours of the crest shall be blue. chosen for Our Lady and the papal colours. white
and gold.

{Revised 2009)

In this section, please write your reason(s) for proposing the amendment. Only proposed
amendments containing reason(s) will be accepted for consideration, If more space is
required, use a separate sheet.

The Canadian Catholic Women's League is approaching its one hundredth year of service to God and
Country. During this time a close working relationship has existed between the ten Provincial Councils.
There has also been a close working relationship with designated Provincial Councils and the Catholic
residents of the three northern Territories and the Military Ordinariate.

The act of amending the Constitution & Bylaws so the CREST would include four gold maple leaves in
addition to the ten Provincial gold maple leaves — one each for Yukon, Northwest Territories, Nunavut,
and the Military Ordinariate — will emphasize and further fulfill the overall objectives of the League, as well
as the eight Objects listed in PART IV of the Constitution & Bylaws 2013.

The Catholic Women's League of Canada “one hundred year Celebration” will be an opportunity to
continue to fuifill Bellelle Guerin's vision in 1922. Please refer to attachment 1, “Brief for the Change of
the CWL Crest.”

The amendment above follows the instructions in the Catholic Women'’s League “Leading the League”
which emphasizes recognition, appreciation, and inclusion.

Adding four gold maple leaves to our most used and recognized symbol, “THE CREST,” will be a proper
and fitting step in the fulfillment of the above goals.
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Celebration
As a League, we could mark the update of the Crest by a “recognition celebration.”

Page 4 "Leading the League”

Marketing------ Updating the Crest could be a worthwhile and fun endeavour. In the Teaching Manual there
is a section Raising the League Profile which is interesting and encouraging. Using our imagination at
every level of the Catholic Women's League, opportunities will present themselves to interact and celebrate
with all Catholic women of Canada, as well with the other Religions and Indigenous Peoples.

Resolution 2013.01 Building Relationships and Partnerships with Canada's Indigenous Peoples

At the 93rd Annual National Catholic Women's League Convention, it was resolved and urged to build
relationships with indigenous women leaders and to deepen partnerships with the indigenous peoples of
Canada. It was resolved that all members reach out to all indigenous peoples in their communities. Including
Yukon, Northwest Territories, Nunavut, and the Military Ordinariate on the Crest would be a positive way to
embrace this resolution.

The Federal Government is upgrading its efforts and making known to the world where Canada perceives

and maintains its northern borders. Commerce and exploration in the North are being pursued vigorously.

Facilities to accommed nding daily. This is the time to keep pace
G Y ukol t Territories,

Evangelization goes hand in hand with recognition, appreciation and inclusion.

Respectfully submitted,
St. Rose of Lima Catholic Women’s League, Onoway, Alberta
mulavin@me.com

Mu Lavin, President
Elvie Mclnemey, Resolutions Standing Commitiee Chairperson
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BRIEF for the Changing of the CWL Crest
(in time for the 100" Birthday of the National Council)

The Crest is outlined in the Constitution & Bylaws, page 1. The new version would have to retain its primary

purpose as the insignia of the League. Our council does not have access fo legal counsel or the appropriate

resources to adequately discuss the constitution. We trust there is a solution. We have taken advice from our
Provincial Council (Alberta Mackenzie) and this is the deliberation that led to our submission.

Advantage---— In a seemingly small but important way, bringing the Crest up to date would show Catholic
women across Canada, the public at large, and the World Union of Catholic Women's Organisations
(WUCWO) flexibility and a willingness to change relative to the present.

Advantage----- The new Crest would visibly recognize the inclusion of each Catholic Women’s League
member across Canada. We describe our country as being “from sea to sea to sea.” The CREST at present
represents ten provinces; three of them have a working relationship with the three northern Territories.
Yukon with British Columbia, Northwest Territories with Alberta, Nunavut with Manitoba; and the Military
Ordinariate is its own “provincial council.” Yukon, Northwest Territories, Nunavut, and the Military Ordinariate
have a long record of working with the provincial councils and are considered invaluable assets to the
League. This is the appropriate time to recognize them on the CREST.

Advantage----- Constitution & Bylaws ~ PART IV Objects
“The Objects of the League shall be to unite Catholic Women of Canada.”
The new Crest would be a visible way to communicate that the League is united.

“Leading the League”
Page 4 To acknowledge and show appreciation.
To communicate a positive image.
Opportunities for celebration.
{Updating the CREST would accommodate these requests.}

Page 6 The best recruitment tool for any membership initiative is a visible and effective
organization. [ALL councils are looking for new members.}

Page 77 Raising the League profile is the responsibility of all members.

Page 74 In Spirit of Miss Bellelle Guerin, National President, First National Convention.

Toronto, 1921.

OH! Catholic Women of Canada,

let us stand close together -so close-

so close that we will hear each other's heartbeats,
that if a sigh or a sob or a call shall stir the air

in the most distant part of the North West,

it will throb down through us

like an electric current,

even to the shores of the Atlantic,

awakening our sympathy and compelling our aid.

“LET NO GEM OF THOUGHT BE LOST” -Address 1921

Now is a perfect time to recognize the contribution the Catholic Women's League members of the North and
the Military Ordinariate of Canada on the Catholic Women's League crest. We are very near to celebrating
the 100th year anniversary of the national council Perhaps this update could be considered and
implemented before the 100th year or in conjunction with it.

Celebration





